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Crosthwaite Vicarage, Keswick, 


r.i Can ye not discern the signs of the times?” is a question which 
L l .with o-reat force to parents in periods of national crisis. It is 
Tonl^that each of us has to do his share, however unimportant, towards 
", £ S through the cri.is of the but that every 

parent is setting a precedent in his own home for the action of the nation 
in all similar crises in the future. All questions that may henceforth arise 
concerning the 

‘Wrong and outrage with which earth is filled* 


will be settled, more or less in accord, not with the platform oratory on 
the subject of Armenia, but with the opinions which find utterance in every 
home, and give their trend to the future thought and action of the children 
who appear to play about and take no heed. With our responsibility to 
the children in view we see how important it is that we should adjust our 
own thoughts on this distressful subject ; and we believe many of our 
readers will welcome the prayer for family use which Canon Rawnsley has, 
at our request, prepared for the readers of the Parents' Review. 

In so far as the anxious question is a political one, a question of war or 
peace, we are perhaps unqualified to form an opinion. In so far as it is the 
moral question of our duty towards our neighbour in distress, to be fulfilled 
as circumstances may permit, it rests, we believe, with the heads of all 
households to sound a clear note and to put before their children the 
principles upon which they have come to a decision. Every family should 
know that what is distressful to the national conscience is no less in- 
to erable to the individual conscience, and that we all go sorrowful and 
as lamed to-day at what we cannot but feel is, somehow, a failure m 
in u Ut ^’ ma y h°P e that direction will be vouchsafed to 

in such chastened mood.— Ed.] 
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School and Home Life bv T r d 
College, Oxford (A. Brown & Sons ] ond<>n°T/T ^' A ” Balliol 

the education of children from the a«** ** 1 have tried t0 study 

age ; and this, I think, few have haj tul chZ TN* *° thdr Comin * of 
and theoretically. Most teachers sn^ r e ^ 0lu 8 b°th practically 
■ private ' school! „„ the pub,!? S T 7” »»«**• 

have only the experience ol one such period beca “* th, *- v 

the next has been too much neglectecf with the ra at ' on ot one sla g e to 
persons there are two or .hree 8 dSt„aTh a l t S“.^ : -bat many young 

(without permission) to quote the above* f ^ ave ventur ed 

author of sa,, L 

throws much light on the method and scope of the work before T 
Ihe casual reader might, without such a guide say “Oh h„ M 
work does not deal with education at any particula'r stage, or irven wi^h' 
the education of one sex or the ether." and might suppose the charming 
classical English in which the essays are written to be the vehicle ol 
a literary production, and that only. But parents will find here a mine of 
suggestions on each of the phases of educational work with which they are 
concerned, including the bringing up of boys and girls from three (or one !), 
to one-and-twenty. Perhaps the special characteristic of the work is the 
author’s power of initiative. You read one of the essays, feel that all the 
thoughts are your own thoughts, and that nothing new is being said ; that 
the “ art of putting” is so happy that you are carried over the ground 
unawares. You digest the essay, consider it in its bearings on your own 
children, and behold, you find you have imbibed a number of new ideas, 
practical, vital, full of interest and hope. This would be something were the 
ideas those of a mere theorist on education ; but we have in Mr. Rooper an 
educational expert, at home in the literature, both English and foreign, of 
each subject on which he touches, an adept in practical education, and, at 
the same time, an original thinker who passes the materials he receives 
through the illuminating medium of his own mind. Probably no man in 
England has initiated so many and so many successful new departures in 
education ; and not the least claim on our gratitude is that, from the very 
first inception of the Parents' National Educational Union Mr. Rooper 
has unwaveringly and actively supported the movement. Many of the 
lectures have been delivered to P. N.E. U. audiences, and those of us 
who have heard the lecture on Reverence , or on The Ideal in hducation , 
lor example, are likely to keep the impression of it at the bottom ol all our 
educational thought. This is absolutely a book for parents, not to be 
burrowed, but possessed, to be at hand ready for reference at the moment. 

J he Natural Religion , by the Rev. Vernon Staley (Mowbray A: Co., i/-). 
We have long felt how much parents wanted a simple manual on the lines 
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-7-^: recognising reverently the immense advances 
of pr e S ent-day thought, r * ith al reV erence, the leaders m scientific 

which science is making, a - ems of the Christian religion with the 

thought, and co " front ; n v er V boy and girl should be carried through some 

science of the day. J / ration for confirmation. Ability, liberality 

such work as a part ot rig F chara cterise the author, and with these 

and scientific knowied* sub j ec ts very simply and very shortly. I n 

the power of t «* t,n ^ . we have a diction so simple that such words as 
this admirable little „ are exp i a ined in the glossary ; and a grasp so 

“concentration an d aut hors are cited— from Tertullian to 

thorough that over Rusk j n and with such admirable method that 

Tyndall, from Renan to > R ^ nevef ove rweighted. We believe that 
the short and grounde d in this defence of the outworks of 

CtaiS'/'ould have little to fear from the attacks upon his faith which 
Christianity wou i d fi„d his feet set in a large room, and 

roon S t U o r iea°rn m ;he ever deeper things of God. We congratulate the author 
on havingdone real service to the Church, and especially to one sec , on of 
the Church, which he hardly seems to contemplate-the young people, the 

Church of the future. „ 1t ... 2 c 

Mammals of Land and Sea , by Mrs. Arthur Bell (G. Philip & Son, 2/-). 
Another of Mrs. Bell’s Ladder Series. The subject is extremely interest- 
ing; the pictures, though of course they give no idea of compaiative size, 
are numerous and spirited. Mrs. Bell’s work is as interesting and successful 
as we could possiby expect from so small a book on so large a subject. 

The Child and its Spiritual Nature , by H. King Lewis (Macmillan 
& Co., 5/-). We are greatly in sympathy with the author’s contention 
that the spiritual aspects of childhood deserve far more careful attention 
than they at present receive. We are not quite with Mr. Lewis in all his 
conclusions, but his work is full of valuable suggestions, and, what is even 
better, is a storehouse of stimulating anecdotes. We cannot help quoting 
one: — “Miss Martineau tells us of a schoolboy of ten , who laid himsell 
down, back uppermost, with Southey* s 7 halaba before him, on the first 
day of the Easter holidays, and turned over the leaves, nothwithstanding 
his inconvenient position, as fast as if he were looking for something, till 
in a very few hours it was done, and he was off with it to the public 
library, bringing hack the Curse of Kehama . Thus he went on with all 
Southey s poems and some others through his short holidays, scarcely 
moving voluntarily all those days except to run to the library. He came 
° Ut °v P ro , cess so c h an gfcd that none of his family could help being 
y 1 fi e expression of his eye, the cast ot his countenance, hi s 
use o words and his very gait were changed. In ten days he had 
turnin ) ears in intelligence, and 1 have always thought this the 
aware g tlw lnt u f !* is life ' His P arents wisely and kindly let bim alone, 
indulgence." C W "° U ' d present 'y P ut an end to all excess in the new 

the book i« ri . e . agiee the author that “the ultimate purpose o 

dook is Christian life.” 

f). e ufr's Thre l tri f«ds by Mrs. C. Green (George Philip & s ° n> 
understand the n ^ • arrrdng Httle book is designed to help mothers to 
Ih* principles „„ which the Kindergarten system of Ed«c.tl»" 
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play meir games ti 

and we all know that, managed as ^MrsT"^ r are aS good as gold > 
both good and happy. We are not quite sur^th! ™ ana S es - children are 

our oars when these two delightful end- h oagh ’ that we may rest on 
neither good nor happy when he is cutting hi^teefhT S . ecUred ' Baby is 
happy result comes of it. We are not sur^ tv, , th ’ ° Ut a very good and 
turbulent siege of a castle, wMch the c h nd mOr '? 0 “ n0t “ me «' «» 
and probably quarrel and ied rears ^"^n Ztt 1 °' 
and occupations initiated and directed hv th le charming games 

work is full of wise counsels and vaTuZ h(„ ts dder ' Tht 

is attractive. - Mrs. Leslie” goes “Zi, I c ?? °' *• 

children happy, and gives the parents eiuc.tloZ^^i".^ 
and pleasant way. 1 here are useful hints about clay modelling, how to 
make a ground plan, and many other children’s occupations 

The Story of the Gospels, for the use of Children, by the Author 
of Charles Lowder (Mowbray & Co., 3/6). This is extremely well done. 
1 he Story of the Gospels is told in short lessons, with very great reverence 
and simplicity, in easy and attractive language, and with very little 
moralising or attempt at application The pictures are delightfnl repro- 
ductions from the old masters. A few short questions are given at the end 
of each lesson, but probably the mother who uses the book would know 
best how to question. We believe that this little book will be a valuable 
help to many a mother, but, we think, the best way to use it would be to 
read the lesson over and then tell it with the same studied simplicity and 
self restraint. 


Dress and Health , by Charles Moore Jessop (Elliot Stock). A useful 
little pamphlet. The chapter on fluid meat foods is especially suggestive. 

Hygie?ie of the Nursery , by Louis Starr, M.D (A. K. Lewis, Gower 
Street, London, 3/6). An extremely useful little manual, by a competent 
authority. The chapter on the features of health is especially suggestive 
and important. The nursery and its ventilation, the nursemaid, clothing, 
bathing, exercises and amusements are among the subjects ably and 
interestingly treated of. 

A Cluster of Quiet Thoughts , by Frederick Langbridge (Religious 
Iract Society, 1/-). This is a precious possession tor quiet hours. 
Sometimes in a couplet, sometimes in a page, we get a quiet thought 
In a poetic setting enough to keep our heart waim through one day 
anyway. The combined quaintness and odour of sanctity of the Tittle 
poems remind one of George Herbert and Archbishop french. Jake 
fhis, for example : — 


GREEN PASTURES. 


When all thy soul with city dust is dry, 

Seek some green spot where a brook tinkles by; 
But, if thy lot deny thee nook and brook, 

Turn to green thoughts in a fresh leafy book. 



